mmer basketball tourneys

Vaccaro out at Reebok, but his influence still felt in annual events

By JEFFWOLLARD

REVIEW-IOURNAL

Some love him and some
despise him, but just about ev-
erybody associated with high
school basketball holds a cer
tain level of respect for Sonny
Vacecaro,

Known as a shrewd business-
man and a relentless promoter,
Vaccaro has helped turn sum-
mer ball into an institution. His
Big Time tournament brought
the nation's top college pros-
pects to Las Vegas for 12 sum-
mers, drawing NCAA coaches,
seouts, media and fans from all
over the country,

" S0 something will be missing
when the buses roll into the
parking lots of high schools
throughout the wvalley this
weekend. For the first time
in & dozen years, Vaccaro will
not be part of the festivities,
The former Las Vegas resident
relinquished his summer pro-

~motional duties in February,
perhaps to return next year.

Nevertheless, summer ama-
teur baskethall remains alive
and well, as the five-day Ree-
bok Summer Championships
debut today to fill the void left
by Vaccaro's hiatus.

“Sonny did have a lot of
connections,” event director
Jim Allen said. “But so does
(Reebok director of basket-

ball) Chris Rivers. Chris is the

grass-roots basketball person
for Reebok. He has a relation-
ship with these kids and these
teams.‘ll‘

Rivers, who also helped co-
ordinate the Big Time tourney,
sugpests Vaccaro's absence will
hardly be noticed.

“Reebok has been extremely

K.

REEBOK SUMMER CHAMPIONSHIPS

M Locations: Foothill, Green Valley, Basic, Coronado, Del 5ol,
Liberty, Silverado and Boulder City high schools

M Cost: 310 all-day pass
M Daysitimes: To
daily

through Thursday; play beginsat 8a.m.

£

B Open division championship game: 5 p.m. Thursday at Foothill
W Weh site: reebokchampions.com

ADIDAS SUPER 64

B Locations: Cox Pavilion (today and Menday only), Thomas
& Mack Center (Monday only), Rancho, Centennial, Cimarron-
Memorial, Cheyenne, Desert Pines and Las Vegas high schools

W Cost: $10 all-day pass

B Days/times: 2:40 p.m. today at Cox Pavilion; 2:40 p.m.
Maonday at Thomas & Mack Center and Cox Pavilion. All other
lecations begin play at 9 a.m. today through Thursday.

M Open division

NIKE'S MAIN EVENT

ionship game: 5 p.m. Thursday at Rancho
W Web site: adidassuperéd.com

M Locations: Cox Pavilion (today and Monday only), Thomas
& Mack Center (Monday only), Durango, Spring Valley, Valley,
Western and Pale Verde high schools, Doolittle Middle Schoaol,

YMCA Heinrich

B Cost: $10 all-day pass, $30 all-tourney pass

B Days/times: 8 a.m. at Cox Pavilion (today), 8 a.m. at Thomas
& Mack Center and Cox Pavilion on Monday. All other locations
begin play at 3205 a.m. today through Thursday. ;

B Open division championship game: 1:25 p.m. Thursday at

Durango
B Web site: visionsports.com

ON THE WEB

Today's schedule for all three events
» www.reviewjournal.com

supportive,” Rivers said of the
transition. “We're still involved
in basketball. A tournament
like this helps kids and it also
helps Reebok "

That might be the bottom
line. Nike and adidas will roll
their own events into town at
precisely the same time. Nike's
Main Event, the adidas Super
64 and the Reebok tourney each

run today through Thursday.

Such corporate involvement
has provided plenty of fuel for
critics of Vaccaro and his col-
leagues over the vears. They
have argued that big money
has turned amateur basketball
into a commercial spectacle
that thrives at the expense of
young players.

Though he’s long been a rival







