Foothill
at center
‘of hoops
tourney

Reebok Summer Championships
will feature some of top talent

country can be,” he said.
“They can get a better sense
of the skill level they need
to attain to compete at that
level. The local teams who
have entered will definitely
get a good look at where
they stack up."

Teams that competed in
the past included future
MNBA stars like Kobe Bryant,
Lebron James and Tracy Mc-

Grady

The Reebok Summer
Championships will fill the
void left by the Sonny Vac-
caro's Big Time tournament
which was put on hiatus
for 2007 at 12 consecutive
yvears of operation.

Jared Harmon can be
reached at 990-8922 or jared.
harmon@hbepub.com.

School wll be host site for
Summer Championships

By JARED HARMON

One of the largest and most prominent
youth basketball tournaments is return-
ing 1o Southern Nevada and Foothill will be
squarely in the spotlight as the main host
site.

The Reebok Summer Championships will

‘see 224 teams from 39 ULS. states, the District

of Columbia, Belgium and Canada converge
on the Las Vegas Valley from July 22 to 26.
Foothill will serve as the host site for the -
fourth consecutive year.

“Foothill always does a great job of facili-
tating the tournament,” said Jim Allen, the
tournament's director and a longtime local
coach, most recently at Green Valley High.

“I've known (Foothill coach) Kevin Scares
for a long time now and 1 know that he's very
dependable. It's a lot of work getting the sites
ready and Foothill does a very good job.”

Reebok gives roughly §100,000 to the Clark
County School District to be distributed to
the eight host schools in preparation for
the tournament, Allen said. In addition to
Foothill, this year's hosts will include Green
Valley, Basic, Coronado, Del Sol, Liberty, Sil-
verado and Boulder City High,

*It’s a lot of work getting the gym ready
for the tournament,” Soares said. “(Reebok)
does things very professional so you try to
get everything just right. I really does take
a tremendous amount of preparation. You
have to set up a special section for the col-
lege coaches to keep them separate from the
spectators. You have to set up a press room
and the entrances for the players. There's all
kinds of stuff.”

Soares added that with the NBA Vegas Sum-
mer League and U.S. national team in town
around the same time, they have to make ar-
rangements if a professional player stops by
10 See a game.

“I think we've done a good job the past few
vears," Soares said. “Each vear we try to learn
something touse tomake things run smooth-
er the next yvear. We do pretty well now. (As-
sistant coach Keith Starr's) wife cooks lunch
and dinner so that the reporters don't have
to leave and drive around looking for food.
It's things like that which make things run
smoother. You try to get it as close to perfect
as possible.”

That quest for perfection is what has made
Foothill the best fit as the main site as it has
the easiest access from U.S. 95, Allen said.

“In the past we've hosted games at schools
that forced people to drive through the Spa-
ghetti Bowl," Allen said. “But at Foothill you
get off the freeway and you're there, I's easy
to get to the other sites from Foothill. It makes
sense as far as transportation goes.”

With so many teams in the tournament, Al-
len said he feels it can be a catalyst for basket-
ball in Southern Nevada, especially for local
teams that will see action like the Chinese
Chickens, Las Vegas Dynasty Red, LV Stars,
Southern Nevada Power House and Triple
Double Elite.

“] think that the tournament brings in a lot
of fantastic talent and it shows local people
just how good youth basketball across the

See HOOPS on Page 5B



TOP PERFORMERS FROM MONDAY'S ACTION

ADIDAS SUPER 64
Luke Babbitt (EBOVZK Sports): 36 points
Jrue Holiday (Pump N Run Elite): 30 points
Yancey Gates (Ohio Basketball Club): 23 points

NIKE'S MAIN EVENT
Manny Pasquale (Victoria Prep Canada): 28 points
Esteban Arriola (South Texas Stallions): 27 points
Kevin Foster (Houston Hoops): 23 points
Willie Warren (Team Texas): 23 points

REEBOK SUMMER CHAMPIONSHIPS
Levi Harris (Colorado Cougars): 46 points
Maurice McGes (N Riverside Slam N Jam): 44 points
Brett Burier (Maryland Mavericks Gold): 38 paints
Brandon Jennings (Belmont Shore); 35 points
Andre Murillo (El Toro, Calif.): 35 points

ON THE WEB

Monday's results and today's schedule
= wwnw reviewjournal.com

TOP PERFORMERS FROM TUESDAY'S ACTION

ADIDAS SUPER 64

Markeiff Morris (Hunting Park Warriors): 36 points
Dallas Elmore {Colorado Select Blue): 29

Troy Gillenwater (New England Playaz): 27
Kendrae Carter (T.J. Ford Elite); 27

Mike Rosario (Playaz Basketball Club Gold): 27

REEBOK SUMMER CHAMPIONSHIPS

Kevin Mrﬁmﬁumw&iﬂb .
Cammeron Woodyard (Maryl Mavericks Gold): 35
Bryan Dougher (Jersey Hot Shots): 33

Stephon Lamar (Southwest 30
Kyle Fogg (Brea Olinda Wildm
Jared Lewis (Utah Titans): 29

MAIN EVENT
Demar Derozian (P Miller Traveling Team): 35

ON THE WEB
Tuesday’s results and today's schedule
» www.reviewjournal.com







